Lent 4A 2020
John 9
The Lord’s grace and kindness is showered upon the man born blind.  Reduced to a life of begging due to his handicap, the man receives two miracles of sight restored, from the hand of a loving God.  
First he receives the gift of physical sight.  For the first time in his life, his eyes and vision reveal God’s beautiful creation.  This is impossible for us to imagine, but still in each of our Lord’s miracles, he gives us a glimpse of the resurrection of the body and everlasting life.  No more handicaps or barriers, simply life lived in a blessed communion and oneness with Christ the Lord.  
Secondly, and with eternal implications, he receives the greater gift of faith in Jesus as the Son of Man.  Jesus reveals himself as Messiah, sent from God to save all people.  The man expresses his faith and then worships Jesus.
Without light no one can see.  Even night vision goggles need a little light to work.  Jesus said that he was the light of the world.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
When darkness covered the earth for three hours at the death of Jesus, He gives us the final answer to the problem of evil and suffering in this life.  Jesus created the sun.  When the sun weeps over the death of its creator, we see the light of mankind darkened as the final punishment for all sin.  Is this not the greatest love?  God sent his one and only Son to die in our place so that believing in Him, we have life in His name.
In this way, Jesus allowed and purposed the suffering of the man born blind in this unique way, so that his miracle of receiving sight, may work for the greater gift of believing Jesus as the light of all people and the restorer of eternal life with God.  Therefore, all of our suffering in this life is now a gift of God to work for the greater miracle of being with Him forever.  No more punishment.  No more debt to be paid.  All sin is forgiven by the death of the only truly Innocent One who was not born with original sin and yet gifts us with his holy and sinless birth. 
Without Jesus, baptism is meaningless.  With Jesus uniting us to his death and resurrection, we are promised God’s love and kindness.  Without Jesus, we are hounded by the problem of suffering in this life.  With Jesus, all our suffering is counted as a blessing and gift of a kind God who wants nothing more that we live with Him forever.  
Unfortunately the Pharisees rejected the Christ as the One promised in the Torah.  Just as the Great Deceiver wants to divorce our Lord’s suffering on the cross from our daily suffering in life, so he was working to blind the religious teachers and Pharisees from seeing Jesus as the fulfillment of all God’s promises.   
They condemned Jesus for healing on a Sabbath.  They called him a law-breaker.  By divorcing Jesus from every word of the bible, their arrogance and spiritual blindness grew.  Darkness covered them.  They could not see that Moses predicted Christ’s coming.  They did not want a Saviour from their sin because they didn’t think they did anything against the law.
The Torah recounts a man who gathered sticks on a Sabbath.  (Nu 15:32)  God commanded that he be stoned to death.  
The Sabbath is God’s gift to Israel (Ex 20:8–10), that they might devote the day to worship by learning God’s Word. The man gathering wood shows contempt for God’s Word. God considers this blasphemous because the man’s act follows on the heels of God’s restatement about deliberate sin (vv 22–31). Still today, willful sin and despising of God’s Word have damnable consequences. Jesus, Lord of the Sabbath, has fulfilled all the requirements of the Law for our sake (Mt 5:17). Yet how great is our need for His precious Word, which leads us in repentance and grants pardon, faith, and everlasting rest. • Lord, let us never despise Your Word and refuse to hear it; give us life according to Your Word. Amen.
	By divorcing Jesus from the law, we lose its purpose.  It leads into the darkness of spiritual pride like the Pharisees who were arrogant in believing they had kept it or it leads to the darkness of despair like Judas who did not think even Jesus could forgive him.
	The greater gift is believing Jesus, who is present in the sacraments for forgiveness.  Through his wounds and death on the cross, see yourself as forgiven and a beloved child of God.  Then you are blessed.  As the Risen Lord told Thomas that those who believe even though they have not seen are blessed.
	Finally, see how Jesus uses mud and his very own saliva as means to heal the blindness.  While we may think this is gross, remember that Jesus used the dirt of the earth to create Adam in the first place.  Now the Word made flesh uses dirt again to give the gift of sight mixed with the saliva of his own mouth.  
	God continues to use water and bread and wine to give us perfect healing of body and mind and forgiveness and eternal life.  The man born blind believed Christ and went and washed and could see for the first time.  When Jesus revealed himself as the Saviour by saying, “I am he”, the very words gave the man born blind a more precious gift of spiritual sight and eternal life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	By nature we think we get what we deserve.  The disciples questioned Jesus who sinned, this man or his parents that he was born blind.  The Christian faith teaches us that we get what we don’t deserve, namely faith to believe in Jesus for eternal life, just as the man born blind came to faith after he washed in the pool of Siloam.
